Talking points for the meeting with
Mr. Toivo KLAAR, EU Special Representative for the South Caucasus and Crisis in Georgia, Co-Chair of the GID

Tbilisi, August, 2020
Icebreakers 
· Express gratitude for EU’s invaluable role and contribution to the peaceful conflict resolution through its important instruments, such as the institute of the EU Special Representative (EUSR), Co-Chairmanship of the Geneva International Discussions (GID), EUMM, the policy of non-recognition and engagement.
· Convey appreciation for EUSR’s efforts and engagement in the GID as well as the entire conflict resolution process.
Main Massages on Peaceful Conflict Resolution
· Share great concern for deteriorating security, humanitarian and human rights situation in Georgia’s occupied regions as a result of Russia’s illegal and provocative steps. Express particular concern over:
· Shooting and wounding of a Georgian citizen and his subsequent illegal detention by the occupation forces on 11 July, 2020;
· Renewed so-called “borderization” process by the FSB troops; 
· Continuation of the closure of the occupation line and denying even medical evacuation from Akhalgori district (resulted already in 15 cases of death since the closure of occupation line in September 2019); 
· Hybrid warfare and disinformation against Georgia, propaganda attacks against the Richard Lugar laboratory, which remains a vital infrastructure in the fight against COVID-19. Even the EUMM became the victim of the Russian disinformation.
· Russia’s intensified propaganda machinery for spreading fabricated myths about the so-called genocide of Ossetians by Georgians in 1920. (*ცნობა: ბოლო დროს რუსებმა განსაკუთრებით გააქტიურებს ცხინვალის საოკუპაციო რეჟიმი, დააწერინეს მიმართვა საერთაშორისო ორგანიზაციებისა და ცალკეული ქვეყნების მიმართ ე.წ. გენოციდის აღიარების თხოვნით)
· It is evident that all the latest provocations are part of a well-considered pattern that serves for further destabilizing the situation in the country. Express concern that Moscow uses the human rights issues for manipulation and political pressure.
· Reiterate Georgia’s commitment to peaceful conflict resolution policy that relies 1) on the tasks of de-occupation of Georgian territories by Russia, on the one hand, and 2) on reconciliation and engagement between the war-torn communities, on the other hand. 

· Stress the importance of EU’s enhanced engagement for de-escalation of the situation. 
· Underline the utmost necessity that the EUSR and GID co-chairing international organisations give due assessment and prompt reaction vis-a-vis Russia’s provocative steps.  
· Stress that impartiality of the Co-Chairs should not mean neutrality vis-à-vis illegal steps of Russia. We expect that the Co-Chairing organizations, particularly the EU will take principled stance against the provocations by Russia.  
· Stress the crucial importance that the EU and the co-chairs raise Georgia’s issues with Russia at the highest level.
· Key issues during the high-level communication with RF must be: (1) implementation of the Ceasefire Agreement, and (2) solution of humanitarian problems, first and foremost, freedom of movement.
· Stress EUSR’s crucial role in raising/promoting the issue of Russia-Georgia conflict and the GID with the EU leadership.

GID and IPRMs
· Reaffirm that GoG attaches high priority to the effective use of the Geneva International Discussions (GID) and IPRMs in order to find solutions to the security and humanitarian problems stemming from the Russian occupation in full respect for the 12 August 2008 Ceasefire Agreement.
· Express concern over Russia’s destructive steps in the GID, attempts to extremely politicize the humanitarian issues and hinder the negotiations on the issues mandated by the GID, including (1) the implementation of the Ceasefire Agreement, establishment of ISA, and (2) the return of IDPs.
· Georgia looks forward to conducting the next GID round on 1-2 September.
· Blocking IPRMs due to Russia’s deliberate attempts and blackmailing are particularly alarming in light of increased provocations on the ground. IPRM meetings in Ergneti resumed on July 30 after a year-long suspension. Immediate and unconditional resumption of meeting in Gali and unhindered functioning of these important mechanisms on the basis of ground rules and founding principles is of crucial importance.

REQUESTS
· Give due assessment and take effective measures to counter the illegal processes taking place in the occupied territories. 
· Be vocal and make strong public statements/comments by the EU and the EUSR himself;
· Keep the issue of Russia-Georgia conflict high on EU’s agenda.
· Raise the issue of the necessity of peaceful conflict resolution with Russia on the highest level.
· Advocate for implementation of EU-mediated 12 August 2008 Ceasefire Agreement and unimpeded access of the EUMM to the occupied territories.
· Demonstrate EU’s strong support and result-oriented leadership in the GID;
· Facilitate meaningful discussions on the pressing security and humanitarian issues in GID.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Take decisive steps to resume the Gali IPRM with observance of the ground rules.
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